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Dear South ern Mem bers

I would like to take this op por tu nity to ex press my sin cere
ap pre cia tion to each and every one of you for elect ing me
Presi dent of the South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion
for 1998 and for al low ing Lou isi ana to host the con fer ence.

It was a real pleas ure to have  you in La fay ette for the 53rd
An nual South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion Con fer -
ence.  I hope you en joyed your stay at the Hil ton and that your
com mit tee meet ings and gen eral ses sions were pro duc tive.  It
was our staffs pleas ure mak ing your visit to Lou isi ana an en -
joy able one.

Also, as you know there were many peo ple who helped or -
gan ize the con fer ence this year.  Their will ing ness to ac cept as -
sign ments helped make the con fer ence suc cess ful.  Thank you!

Sin cerely,
    Ron nie Har rell

N. David Smith, Jr.
Re ceives

ASTM Pe tro leum Com mit tee
Syd ney D. An drews

Award of Achieve ment

N. David Smith Jr., Stan dards Di vi sion Di rec tor, North
Caro lina De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and Con sumer Serv ices,
Ral eigh, has re ceived the 1998 Ameri can So ci ety for Test ing
and Ma te ri als (ASTM) Com mit tee D-2 on Pe tro leum Prod ucts
and Lu bri cants Syd ney D. An drews Award of Achieve ment.
Smith is Chair man of the 500- member Com mit tee D-2, which
is re spon si ble for over 520 internationally- used stan dards for
pe tro leum and re lated prod ucts.

Smith was pre sented with the award by his peers in ap pre cia -
tion of his many con tri bu tions to ad vanc ing the aims of the
Com mit tee and the So ci ety and as an ex pres sion of high per -
sonal es teem.  The award, for mally the D-2 Scroll of Achieve -
ment, was re cently re named for the late Syd ney An drews, who
had served as Chair man of Com mit tee D-2 and of the ASTM
Board of Di rec tors.

A resi dent of Ral eigh, Smith re ceived his B.S. in en gi neer ing 
in 1972 from North Caro lina State Uni ver sity.  He be gan work -
ing with the N.C. De part ment of Ag ri cul ture and Con sumer
Serv ices in 1972 as a staff en gi neer.  He be came a liq ue fied pe -
tro leum (LP) gas en gi neer in 1976, and at tained his cur rent po -
si tion in 1979.  The ma jor ity of Smith’s ca reer has been in
man ag ing regu la tory prob lems- gaso line and oil in spec tion,
weights and meas ures in spec tion, and LP gas in spec tion.

In ad di tion to his du ties as ASTM D-2 Chair man, Smith is a
mem ber of the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Meas ures
and the South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion.

Com mit tee D-2 is one of 130 ASTM Tech ni cal Standards-
 Writing Com mit tees.  Or gan ized in 1898, ASTM (Ameri can
So ci ety for Test ing and Ma te ri als) is one of the larg est vol un -
tary stan dards de vel op ment sys tems in the world.

Ju ris dic tional News

Ala bama

Ala bama Weights and Meas ures re cently wel comed three
new mem bers to its staff.  They are:

Theo dore W. “Teddy” Shep herd
Heavy Duty Weights and Meas ures In spec tor in South west
Ala bama.

Bryan L. Gib son
Heavy Duty Weights and Meas ures In spec tor in North east Ala -
bama.

Fred J. Brown
Heavy Duty Weights and Meas ures In spec tor as signed to the
Weights and Meas ures Labo ra tory.

We are hard at work with plans for the South ern Weights and 
Meas ures Con fer ence to be held in Mo bile, Ala bama, in Oc to -
ber, 1999.  We have re ceived a few reci pes for the Weights and
Meas ures cook book.  If you have not sent any in, please do so
as soon as pos si ble.  

Ar kan sas

Our hats are off  to Ron ald Har rell and his staff for an out -
stand ing SWMA Con fer ence. We ap pre ci ate the co op era tive
spirit and hos pi tal ity  ex tended to us and other con fer ence at -
tendees. Con gratu la tions to Stead man Hol lis and the State of
Ala bama for host ing next year's con fer ence. With out ex cep tion, 
Stead man will en sure con tin ued lead er ship and com mit ment to
the SWMA Con fer ence. We look for ward to com ing to Ala -
bama!

We have hired Tiffny Stewart as a pe tro leum prod ucts test
tech ni cian.  Tiffny, who has a ma jor in chem is try and a mi nor in 
mathe mat ics, is work ing in our Pe tro leum Qual ity Test ing
Labo ra tory. Tiffny is do ing an out stand ing job!

Dur ing the first week of No vem ber, Roger Fra zier, Field Su -
per vi sor, con ducted a class on Re tail Mo tor Fuel Dis pens ers.
Ger ald Broom and John Chil dress from the State of Mis sis -
sippi, at tended the class along with nine teen of our em ploy ees.
The in for ma tion and train ing ex er cise will prove bene fi cial for
years to come. Con gratu la tions to Roger on do ing a great job! 

With the Holi day Sea son ap proach ing, and as we en ter a new 
year, let us re mem ber that the at ti tude of thanks giv ing should
be year- round. To praise and give thanks to our crea tor for all
our bless ings is not only wise; it brings eter nal re wards. I wish
each of you and your fami lies a joy ous holi day sea son and a
happy and pros per ous new year.
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Flor ida.

The Bu reau of Weights and Meas ures con ducted a sweep of
com mer cial laun dries dur ing the first week of Sep tem ber to de -
ter mine the ac cu racy of laun dry dryer tim ing de vices and com -
pli ance with User Re quire ments such as the post ing of rates.  A
to tal of 1,252 dry ers were sam pled at 554 laun dries through out
the state.  Of the dry ers tested, 65 (5.2%) were re jected for
over- registration and 45 (3.5%) were re jected for under-
 registration.  Of the 554 laun dries vis ited, 287 (52%) did not
have rates posted or had in cor rect rates posted.  It should be
noted that some of the in di vid ual tim ers re jected for in ac cu racy
were due to in cor rect prices be ing posted.

Weights and Meas ures and the Bu reau of Pe tro leum In spec -
tion teamed up to do a state wide test ing of an ti freeze and brake
fluid prod ucts dur ing the week of Oc to ber 12.  In spec tors were
look ing for com pli ance with net con tents and la bel ing re quire -
ments as well as brands that were not of fi cially reg is tered with
the state as re quired.  There were 62 lots of an ti freeze tested, of
which 9 (14.5%) failed for net con tents vio la tions.  Of 31 lots of 
brake fluid tested, only one lot was re jected for net con tents
vio la tions.  Two lots of brake fluid and one lot of an ti freeze
were or dered off- sale for not be ing reg is tered.

The Bu reau of Pe tro leum In spec tion has added two new
small vol ume, trailer mounted LP gas prov ers to its field in -
spec tion pro gram.  The whole sale/ter mi nal me ter test ing pro -
gram now has field use PC’s and a data man age ment sys tem
de vel oped by Chief Eric Ham il ton.

The Pe tro leum lab re ceived three Davis Pro duc tiv ity
Awards for their ef forts in in creas ing ef fi ciency and ef fec tive -
ness of lab op era tions.  The Davis Awards were started by the
found ers of Winn Dixie Stores to rec og nize and re ward state
gov ern ment em ploy ees and agen cies for en hanc ing per form -
ance and pro duc tiv ity in gov ern ment.  Pri vate or gani za tions
such as Flor ida Tax watch ad min is ter the awards and as sist in
de ter min ing win ners.

Eric Ham il ton, Chief of the Bu reau of Pe tro leum In spec tion,
re ceived the De part ment’s an nual Safety Award for im ple -
ment ing a new pro ce dure us ing bet ter ma te ri als and con tain ers
in han dling gaso line sam ples and for im prov ing the air qual ity
around em ploy ees’ work ar eas. Chem ist Ad min is tra tor George
Lov ell was also hon ored at the awards lunch eon with a cer tifi -
cate and plaque for 50 years of dedi cated serv ice to the De part -
ment of Ag ri cul ture.  George has re cov ered from a re cent
ill ness and is back at work, play ing ten nis, and is ru mored to be
try ing to top Syd An drews rec ord for years of serv ice to the Di -
vi sion of Stan dards.

Max Gray and Jack Jef fries sin cerely ap pre ci ate the hos pi tal -
ity and ef fort that Ron nie and his staff pro vided at the South ern
in Oc to ber.  Thanks also to all who served and par tici pated.

Lou isi ana

Our me trol ogy Lab is in the pro cess of re plac ing some of the
older me chani cal bal ances.  Met tler was awarded a bid to sup -
ply the KC 500, AT 1005 and the AT 106.  These bal ances have
not been de liv ered yet, but we have been as sured that they are
on the way.  Sa to rius has al ready de liv ered 3 bal ances in clud ing 
the LC 51015, CC 30001 and MC 2105.  Hope fully these bal -
ances will de crease the turn around time of tol er ance test ing so
that we can serve the needs of our cus tom ers more ef fi ciently.

The en tire Weights and Meas ures Staff would like to wish
eve ry one a merry Christ mas and a happy new year!

Mary land

We are happy to an nounce that Joan For sythe, sec re tary for
Pro gram Man ager, Bob Eaves, re turned to work on De cem ber
7, 1998.  Joan had open- heart sur gery on Sep tem ber 28, 1998.
We really missed her and wel come her re turn.

•On Oc to ber 29, 1998, our en tire field staff at tended a “Field
In spec tors Regu la tory Role” semi nar held at the Mary land De -
part ment of Ag ri cul ture head quar ters.  Top ics dis cussed in -
cluded li abil ity is sues, De part ment of Ag ri cul ture is sues and
goals, and han dling “cus tomer rage”.

•On De cem ber 17, 1998, we had a Staff Meet ing at our fa cil -
ity in An na po lis, com plete with a cook- out for lunch which in -
cluded chicken, sau sage, hot dogs, ham burg ers and
deer burgers.  The cook- out was en joyed by all.

Cer tifi cates of Ap pre cia tion were awarded to Staff
mem bers dur ing the meet ing.  We honor the em ploy ees who in -
spect the high est number of de vices, and also the em ploy ees
who have the high est over all pro duc tion rat ing dur ing one
month and six month pe ri ods.  The re cipi ent of the monthly
award in each cate gory re ceives a Cer tifi cate of Ap pre cia tion
and the re cipi ent of the six month award in each cate gory re -
ceives an award day off in ad di tion to a Cer tifi cate of Ap pre cia -
tion.  The em ploy ees who re ceived awards are as fol lows:

Period Highest Number

of Devices

Highest Overall

Production Rating

June 98 Bill Troup Bill Troup

July 98 Bar bara Miller Chuck Cole man

August 98 Leila Smith Bill Hall

Sep tem ber 98 Chuck Cole man Chuck Cole man

Oc to ber 98 Bill Troup Chuck Cole man

No vem ber 98 Rick Bris tow Rick Bris tow

June - No vem ber 98 Bar bara Miller Chuck Cole man

•Chief Lou Straub and Pro gram Man ager Will Wotthlie are
go ing to at tend the in terim meet ing of the 84th NCWM held in
Al bu quer que, NM dur ing Janu ary 31 - Feb ru ary 4, 1999.
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RECENT CIVIL PENALTIES

•On July 15, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $250.00 for a
Civil Pen alty as sessed against Kee’s Natu ral Foods, Bal ti more,
MD.  The Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la -
tions found dur ing Test Pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish -
ment.

•On August 18, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $500.00 for a
Civil Pen alty as sessed against Penn Su per mar ket, Bal ti more,
MD.  The Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la -
tions found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at
the store.

•On Sep tem ber 2, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $300.00 for
a Civil Pen alty as sessed against Cafe 57, Bal ti more, MD.  The
Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la tions
found dur ing test pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish ments.

•On Sep tem ber 14, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $750.00
for a Civil Pen alty as sessed against Wal mart #2514, Po co moke
City, MD.  The Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight
vio la tions found dur ing a rou tine pack age in spec tion per -
formed at the store (this store had pre vi ously been as sessed
$1500.00 in Civil Pen al ties.)

•On Sep tem ber 18, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $250.00
for a Civil Pen alty as sessed against Su per Salad Inc, Bal ti more, 
MD.  The Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la -
tions found dur ing test pur chases con ducted at the es tab lish -
ment.

•On Sep tem ber 21, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $750.00
for a Civil Pen alty as sessed against Coastal Sup ply Co, Inc.
Pitts ville, MD.  The Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to short-
 measure and short- weight vio la tions found dur ing rou tine
pack age in spec tions (mulch, com posted ma nure, top soil and
pot ting soil) per formed at the pack ers lo ca tion.

•On Sep tem ber 22, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $500.00
for a Civil Pen alty as sessed against B & M Mar ket, Bal ti more,
MD.  The Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to short- weight vio la -
tions found dur ing rou tine pack age in spec tions per formed at
the store.

•On No vem ber 17, 1998, we re ceived pay ment of $500.00
for a Civil Pen alty as sessed against Hech in ger #3069, Bal ti -
more, MD.  The Civil Pen alty was as sessed due to pric ing er -
rors found dur ing scan ning in spec tions per formed at the store.

•Labo ra tory tech ni cians Ze non Wa clawiw, An to nio Ma ceo
and Sean Roe mer suc cess fully com pleted the Ba sic Labo ra tory
Me trol ogy Semi nar held at NIST dur ing Sep tem ber 21  -O ct -
ober 2, 1998.  Ze non and Sean also suc cess fully com pleted the
In ter me di ate Labo ra tory Me trol ogy Semi nar held at NIST dur -
ing No vem ber 2 - 6, 1998.

•Mary land’s NTEP labo ra tory has re cently ac quired new test
equip ment.  A 1000 lb ca pac ity hoist and 10-200 lb test stan -
dards were pur chased  for the test ing of digi tal elec tronic weigh -
ing ele ments with ca paci ties  up to and in clud ing 2000 lb.   The
equip ment will re duce test ing time and re duce the risk of in jury
to the evalua tor.  

The fol low ing in for ma tion is from the Mary land De part ment 
of Ag ri cul ture’s An nual Re port for 1998.  It rep re sents the field 
in spec tion ac tivi ties of our Staff for the last twelve month pe ri -
od.

WEIGHING

SYSTEMS

TOTAL TESTS     PERCENT

     IN VIOLATION

Large Scales 1,522 30.6

Me dium Scales 1,159 21.0

Small Scales 11,031 17.3

Liq uid Meas ur ing

Sys tems

Gaso line Dis pens ers 35,026 20.8

LP Gas Me ters 746 30.4

Ve hi cle Tank &

    Other Lg. Me ters

1,594 16.6

Grain Mois ture

Me ters

165 9.7

Pro grammed Tare

 In spec tions

1,864 13.9

Price Scan ning &

Method of Sale 

In spec tions

8,053 5.2

De liv ery Ticket

 In spec tions

3,116 3.6

Package Lots 14,579 1.6
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MISSISSIPPI

CONSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION

Pa per Work Re duc tion

The ever in creas ing job re spon si bili ties with out a cor re -
spond ing in crease in per son nel has forced the di vi sion to take a
se ri ous look at ways to re duce its pa per work.  John Till son, Di -
vi sion Di rec tor says, “We are cur rently evalu at ing all in spec -
tion forms to de ter mine if any can be com bined, re des igned to
re duce the number of forms re quired or even elimi nated.  We
are sim ply not go ing to be able to con tinue to do our work the
same old way.”  If any ju ris dic tion in our as so cia tion has been
able to make in roads in ac com plish ing a so lu tion, in whole or in 
part, to this prob lem, John would be most grate ful to hear from
you.

Lou isi ana Weights and Meas ures – Great Job!

Di vi sion Di rec tor John Till son at tended the South ern
Weights and Meas ures’ 53rd an nual con fer ence in La fay ette in
Oc to ber.  Ron nie, his staff and all the Lou isi ana folks cer tainly
did it up right with that great bayou hos pi tal ity.

Till son, who was ap pointed as a mem ber of the NCWM
Reso lu tions Com mit tee, is look ing for ward to at tend ing the
NCWM In terim Meet ing in Al bu quer que, NM in Janu ary.

PETROLEUM DIVISION

A Sa lute to Ar kan sas Weights and Meas ures

Field Su per vi sors Ger ald Broom and John Chil dress re cently 
at tended a NIST Re tail Mo tor Fuel Dis pens ing Train ing Semi -
nar (course 302) in Lit tle Rock.  The Di vi sion is most ap pre cia -
tive and ex presses its thanks to Tim Chesser and Roger Fra zier
for an ex cel lent course and their ex cel lent Ar kan sas hos pi tal ity.

Ger ald men tioned some thing about Hogs play ing bet ter in
the mud.  He said the Ar kan sas folks would know what that
meant.

Oc tane Test ers Placed in Serv ice

Fol low ing a pe ri od of field test ing, the Di vi sion pur chased
two (2) Zel tex Oc tane Test ers. Di vi sion Di rec tor Bob Louys
feels that the use of the Zel tex Test ers for screen ing gaso line
sam ples in the field will al low the di vi sion to bet ter serve the
con sumer.  “While the re sults of the field tests can not be used
for regu la tory ac tion, it will elimi nate the need for labo ra tory
test ing of good prod uct and con fine their ef forts to only ques -
tion able prod uct. For years the di vi sion has been lim ited in pro -
vid ing suf fi cient sam pling for oc tane level be cause of the
lim ited number of sam ples that could be han dled by our labo ra -
tory”, says Louys.  If these test ers prove to be as bene fi cial to
the pro gram as early use in di cates, ad di tional test ers will proba -
bly be pur chased.

Field Su per vi sor Ger ald Broom pre par ing an oc tane screen ing
test us ing the Zel tex Oc tane Tester.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIVISION

Ar chi tects Named for Me trol ogy Labo ra tory

In Mis sis sippi the Bu reau of Build ings, Grounds and Real
Prop erty Man age ment, De part ment of Fi nance and Ad min istra -
tion is the agency charged with re spon si bil ity for the con struc -
tion, reno va tion or re pairs of State owned build ings.  Sev eral
months ago the Bu reau of Build ings an nounced the planned
con struc tion of the State Me trol ogy Labo ra tory and in vited ar -
chi tec tural firms who were in ter ested in pro vid ing pro fes sional
serv ices for the proj ect to re spond by a spe cific date.  Nine ar -
chi tec tural firms re sponded.  Fol low ing a stan dard se ries of se -
lec tion con fer ences and in ter views, the firm of Bar low, Eddy,
Jenkins, P.A. of Jack son was se lected for the proj ect.  The firm
has a spe cific pe ri od of time to com plete and sub mit plans.  

We are en cour aged that fi nally an ar chi tec tural firm has been 
named and hope ful that we will see work be gin by late Spring.
We are ad vised that con struc tion will take about a year, so
hope fully the new labo ra tory will be a re al ity in early 2000.

Other lab news in cludes the pur chase of a Mettler- Toledo
KC500-1 Mass Com pari tor.  In stal la tion is sched uled for De -
cem ber 17th.  The Rus sell Bal ance is sched uled for over haul in
early 1999, hope fully by the end of Feb ru ary.

Semi nar/Con fer ence Attendance

Di vi sion Di rec tor Rusty Rob bins and Field Su per vi sor
Timmy Welch at tended the South ern Weights and Meas ures’
53rd An nual Con fer ence in Oc to ber.  They ex press their thanks
for a job well done and hos pi tal ity un sur passed to Ron nie and
his crew.  Rusty plans to at tend the NCWM In terim Meet ing in
Al bu quer que in the lat ter part of Janu ary.

Ena Gus ta vius, Me trolo gist, at tended the In ter me di ate Me -
trolo gist train ing at NIST in Gaith ers burg in early No vem ber.
She is sched uled to at tend an ad vanced mass semi nar in March.
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NORTH CAROLINA

The first item of busi ness is to wish eve ry one much hap pi -
ness in 1999.  The new year pres ents new and chal leng ing op -
por tu ni ties and we look for ward to work ing on those
op por tu ni ties. Dur ing the last three  months of 1998 we were
in volved in sev eral train ing classes which we hope will pay
divi dends in the fu ture.  In Sep tem ber Sharon Den ning at tended 
three A2LA train ing classes: “Guide 25 and Ac credi ta tion” ,
“Docu ment ing Your Qual ity Sys tem”, and “In ter nal Labo ra -
tory Audits”.  The classes were in St. Louis and they pro vided
in sight into the ac credi ta tion pro cess which we will use as we
ap ply for NVLAP ac credi ta tion by the end of Janu ary 1999.  At
least that is the date that LF has de clared as the of fi cial goal.

We want to get our ther mome try pro gram back on line in the
near fu ture.  In No vem ber Sharon at tended three days of ther -
mome try train ing at Hart Sci en tific.  She in di cated that the pro -
gram was very chal leng ing and thor ough.  Our cli ents are
ask ing about this pro gram and we feel it’s nec es sary to make
every ef fort to ful fill our cli ent’s wishes.

LF at tended the SWAP meet ing in Okla homa.  He was there
to get up dated train ing on the PMAP soft ware.  As a re sult of
the train ing, all lab con trol charts are be ing con verted to a
PMAP da ta base.  We an tici pate this change will save con sid er -
able time in proc ess ing sta tis ti cal analy sis up dates.  An other
time- saving meas ure is the work of our pro gram mer, Su san
Myrick.  She has up dated our sched ul ing pro gram so that it is
multi- user and much faster.  The changes are great but we look
for ward to the day when we are able to im ple ment a multi-
 functional pro gram which will ac com plish those things that
have been on our wish list for quite some time.

Al though we have made prog ress in im prov ing the sched ul -
ing pro gram, we have taken a few back ward steps in one area.
Over the past cou ple of months the Stan dards Labo ra tory staff
has spent con sid er able time get ting our in stru men ta tion in ter -
face up dated to the new ver sion of Lab wiz ard be cause the old
ver sion crashed for some yet un ex plained rea son.  Con sid er able 
hours have been ex pended try ing to solve a very com plex prob -
lem.

LF, Tal, and Reg gie were at NIST in No vem ber to re ceive
train ing.  Tal and Reg gie at tended the NIST In ter me di ate Me -
trol ogy train ing and LF at tended a train ing ses sion for the re -
gional pivot labo ra to ries that will be work ing with the NIST
mass group to com plete an ex ten sive round robin com pari son to 
char ac ter ize mass meas ure ment ca pa bil ity on a na tional level.
Prepa ra tions, pro cure ment, and char ac teri za tion of stan dards
are un der way with the proj ect to be com pleted dur ing the year
2000.  The re sults should be pub lished bef ore the next Com -
bined Re gional Me trol ogy Meet ing at NIST in the year 2001.
While he was at NIST, LF at tended a meet ing with the man age -
ment of vari ous meas ure ment groups at NIST and was very im -
pressed with the re newed will ing ness of the groups to work
with the SLP labo ra to ries.

Meas ure ment Sec tion per son nel par tici pated in a dairy in -
dus try re fresher train ing course spon sored by NC State Uni ver -
sity.  Don nie Perry and Lee R. Amos were asked to dem on strate 
the proper meth ods for check ing the net con tents of milk con -

tain ers and ice cream.  The at tendees, mostly qual ity con trol
man ag ers, were in ter ested in FDA re quire ments and the re -
quire ments in Hand books 130 and 133.  An other ses sion is
sched uled for the spring of 1999.

The gaso line and oil in spec tion train ing of fi cers at tended a
train ing ses sion with the folks in the De part ment of En vi ron -
ment and Natu ral Re sources that are charged with en forc ing the 
va por re turn and un der ground stor age tank re quire ments.  Be -
cause we con duct the field in spec tions for DENR, it’s im por -
tant that we un der stand and keep up dated on any changes to the
en vi ron mental rules.  There is at least one im por tant dead line
that will likely cause some gaso line out lets to go out of busi ness 
by the end of 1998.  With this “hot po tato” in our hands, nei ther
agency wants there  to be any con fu sion on what is and is not in
com pli ance.

We are be gin ning to see some of the newer in no va tions in the 
gro cery in dus try.  One chain has equipped sev eral of its stores
with self- service check out.  Our ini tial im pres sion is that the
sys tem is very ac cu rate and that cus tom ers don’t seem to mind
scan ning their pur chases.  We are also see ing cus tomer op er -
ated scales in pro duce de part ments.  The cus tomer weighs the
item and af fixes the bar code la bel to the pack age.  This speeds
up the check out pro cess; a step al ways wel comed by the cus -
tomer.

Af ter many months we are fi nally near ing the end of an in -
ves ti ga tion into the sell ing of 87 oc tane gaso line as 93 oc tane.
Be cause there are still a few lose ends, the de tails can not be re -
vealed at this time.  The de part ment is ex pected to an nounce a
rather large civil pen alty by the end of the year.  The de tails will
be in the next news let ter. 

LF wants eve ry one to know that the labo ra tory is fi nally up -
graded to Of fice 97.  The main of fice, how ever, has not made
the change.  You know the old say ing, “the squeak ing wheel
gets........”         

South Caro lina

Af ter de lays that were caused mostly by our De part ment’s
Fi nance Sec tion, the Con sumer Serv ices Di vi sion re ceived an
early Christ mas pres ent.  On De cem ber 14th we re ceived a new
LP Gas test unit manu fac tured by Brownie Tank Manu fac tur ing 
Com pany.  The unit con sists of two stain less steel prov ers and a
pump for re turn ing the prod uct mounted on a trailer.  The 100
gal lon prover will be used to test me ters on de liv ery trucks and
the 25 gal lon prover is for ¾ inch bot tle fill ing me ters. Our old
LP gas unit is ap proxi mately 30 years old and had only a 100
gal lon prover.   We will con tinue to use the old unit, es pe cially
dur ing the win ter months when we of ten re ceive many re quests
from com pa nies to check me ters that have been re paired.  Af ter
de lays caused by the GM strike and the truck chas sis be ing de -
liv ered with the wrong CA length, we are fi nally in the pro cess
of hav ing the crane and body on our live stock scale test unit
trans ferred to a new chas sis.

With the em ploy ment of a new field spe cial ist the first of No -
vem ber and an other new em ployee re port ing to work the first of
Janu ary, the Con sumer Serv ices Di vi sion will be at full strength 
for the first time in quite some time.  Due to re tire ments, res ig -
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na tions, and ter mi na tions, the Di vi sion has ex pe ri ences a
number of per son nel changes in our weights and meas ures in -
spec tion force over the last cou ple of years.  In or der to bring
these new em ploy ees up to speed on those dif fi cult items such
as 133 and 44, an ad di tional bur den is placed upon one’s train -
ing pro gram. 

Every fall we re ceive a rash of re quest to in spect scales at the
high schools that have wres tling pro grams.  Al though this is not 
ex actly a regu la tory func tion, it is one of those serv ices for
which state agen cies of ten get called upon.   Over ten years ago,
the high school wres tling league which re quires schools to have 
their scales tested each year, pub lished our number as the place
to call and have this ac com plished. 

All of us here in South Caro lina, wish each of you a very
merry holi day sea son and a most pros per ous new year. 

Ten nes see

The an nual South ern Weights and Meas ures As so cia tion in
Oc to ber was a hugh suc cess!  Ron nie Har rell and his staff did a
tre men dous job in or gan iz ing and con duct ing this meet ing.  I
am sure that Stead man Hol lis and his staff will con tinue this
fine tra di tion in Mo bile in Oc to ber 1999.

Randy Jen nings and Bob Wil liams are plan ning to at tend the
In terim Meet ing of the NCWM in early 1999 in Al bu quer que,
NM as many timely and im por tant is sues are sched uled for dis -
cus sion by the vari ous com mit tees and work groups.  The pre -
mium die sel is sue is just one of the vi tal mat ters on the agenda
this year.

We are ea gerly await ing the na tion wide re sults from the sec -
ond Price Veri fi ca tion ini ti ate con ducted last year by state and
lo cal weights and meas ures of fi cials.  It wil be in ter est ing to
note how our re sults in Ten nes see com pare to those across the
na tion.

Dur ing No vem ber and De cem ber, we have asked our in spec -
tors to look closely at sea sonal items and com modi ties.  It seems 
that some times dur ing the holi day sea son, in ac cu rate net con -
tent and prices seem to sur face in some es trab lish ments due to a
number of fac tors.

Other than a few iso lated prob lems, the to bacco mar ket ing
sea son ap pears to be pro ceed ing smoothly.  Our in spec tors in
Mid dle and East TN com pleted in spec tion of to bacco scales
some time ago and are check weigh ing to bacco to en sure the
pro ducer is re ceiv ing and ac cu rate weight.

Our Me trolo gist, Tom Smith is mak ing plans to at tend the
Ad vanced Me trol ogy Semi nar in March 1999 con ducted by
NIST in Gaith ers burg, MD.  Tom has been very busy col lect ing
and com pil ing data on the SEMAP 5 gal lon sliker plate round
robin along with sub mit ting the trace abil ity data to OWM for
yearly re quire ments.  Tom has also re quested equip ment to es -
tab lish a mercury- in- glass ther moter cali bra tion labo ra tory.
Hope fully, budg et ary con straints will al low for Tom to pro cees
for ward on this mat ter.

We are cur rently in ter view ing for two in spec tor po si tions,
one as a cros strained in spec tor in West TN and one as a large
scale in spec tor in Mid dle TN.  Hope fully, we will have these
po si tions filled shortly and be gin train ing.

Our en tire Weights and Meas ures Staff hopes that each of
you and your staff have en joyed a very happy holi day sea son
and are look ing for ward to a great 1999!!!

Texas

First, many thanks to Ron nie Har rell and his en tire staff for
their hos pi tal ity and ex cel lent ef fort in plan ning and exe cut ing
a very suc cess ful an nual meet ing in Oc to ber.  The week was
spec tacu lar and con gratu la tions to the state of Lou isi ana for
such a won der ful con fer ence.

There have been a few changes here re cently due to the elec -
tions that oc curred in No vem ber.  We now have a new Com -
mis sioner of Ag ri cul ture, Su san Combs.  She is very
en thu si as tic about be gin ning her new du ties ef fec tive Janu ary 1 
and from the few mo ments that we have spent with her, it is evi -
dent that she is go ing to be a great com mis sioner.  Rick Perry,
the former Ag ri cul ture Com mis sioner, was elected as Texas’
Lieu ten ant Gov er nor and will serve the peo ple of our great state 
well.

We be gan our Oc tane Ana lyza tion Pro gram in Oc to ber and
so far things have been go ing rather smoothly.  Many thanks to
Con stan tine Cot so ra dis, Lewis Hut fles and the Kan sas De part -
ment of Ag ri cul ture for their in put and guid ance in de vel op ing
our oc tane pro gram.  We have con tracted with ITS/Caleb Brett
in New Jer sey for the ana lyza tion of the sam ples that are ob -
tained.  Com pa nies that of fer fuel sam ples that are found to be
mis rep re sented can be pe nal ized an ad min is tra tive pen alty in
an amount up to $500 per vio la tion.

It’s of fi cial now!  On Fri day, De cem ber 18, we held a re tire -
ment party for Herb Es kew who has been an em ployee with
TDA for nearly 34 years.  We will cer tainly miss Herb and all
that he has done for TDA and owe him a huge amount of grati -
tude for the many things he has ac com plished while here at
TDA and for bring ing the Weights and Meas ures and Me trol -
ogy Pro grams much credi bil ity.  Herb’s last of fi cial day was
De cem ber 31st.  Ef fec tive Janu ary 1, Pat For ester will as sume
the role as Me trol ogy Lab Man ager.  Should you want to con -
tact Herb, his ad dress is:  800 Post Oak Drive, Drip ping
Springs, Texas, 78620.

Dur ing our last budget re quest pe ri od, we re quested a re -
place ment for sev eral of our “out- dated” bal ances at me trol ogy
labs.  We were suc cess ful in our re quest and will re ceive 3 new
bal ances very shortly.  Sar to ri ous was awarded the bid for two
50 kilo gram mass com para tors and one 205 gram mass com -
para tor.  We are an tici pat ing their ar ri val at any time, last we
checked they were in Ger many.

Our other pro grams re main strong and func tional.  Dur ing
the first quar ter of this fis cal year, our in spec tors con ducted
31,883 de vice in spec tions, 280 price veri fi ca tion in spec tions
and 258 pack age in spec tions.  The over all com pli ance for de -
vices was 94.3 per cent and over all com pli ance for scan ners and 
pack ages was 84.5 per cent.  There were 77 no tices of vio la -
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tion/non- compliance is sued for pack age and scan ner vio la tions
and 79 no tices of vio la tion/non- compliance is sued for de vice
re lated vio la tions.

Hope to see you all very soon.  Thanks to Bill for put ting all
of this to gether.

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CONFERENCE
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